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In some ways, freedom is like the air: people struggle for it only when they are 
deprived of it; when it is there, they take it for granted. But in another way, 
freedom is very different: if you don’t care for it and protect it, it has a tendency 
to disappear.

— George Soros, Inaugural Open Society Lecture, Johannesburg, 1994
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140 +
The number of countries in which 
the Open Society Foundations work

US$32 billion + 
The total amount that George Soros has 
given to the Open Society Foundations

R1 billion +
The amount of funding distributed 
by the Open Society Foundation for 
South Africa since 1993

700 +
The number of grantees the Open 
Society Foundation for South Africa 
has funded since 1993
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Welcome
We welcome you to tonight’s dinner in tribute to George Soros, founder and Chairperson of the 
Open Society Foundations. This week, we celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Open Society 
Foundation for South Africa, which George created in 1993.

This evening, we honour George and his remarkable contributions to South Africa and to building 
open societies around the world. George’s legacy is not simply a legacy of giving, but one of helping 
to build resilient and accountable democracies, developing and strengthening civil society partners, 
promoting freedom of expression and independent media, and ensuring that we do not lose the 
vigilance required to maintain and advance the values of an open society.

South Africa has a special significance for George. It is in this country that George first began his 
philanthropy, when he provided funding for black students to attend the University of Cape Town 
while the country was still under apartheid. After then focusing his philanthropic efforts in Eastern 
European countries transitioning from communism during the 1980s, George chose South Africa as 
one of the first places to open a Foundation as his philanthropy became global.

Thank you for joining us in this celebration of George’s vision, his support for civil society, and the 
impact this has had in South Africa over more than four decades.

Patrick Gaspard, President, Open Society Foundations
Yasmin Carrim, Chairperson, Open Society Foundation for South Africa
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MC  — Muthoni Wanyeki, Director, Africa Regional Office

Registration, Photos

Welcome

Yasmin Carrim, Chairperson, OSF-SA

A Special Tribute to George Soros

Mary-Jane Morifi, Deputy Chairperson, OSF-SA
A short film in tribute to George Soros, introduced by Fatima Hassan, Executive Director, OSF-SA

DINNER SERVED

George Soros’ Philanthropy: Born in South Africa

Introductions: Nkateko Nyoka, OSF-SA Board
Moderator: Kasthuri Soni, OSF-SA Board
Panel:  George Soros, founder and Chairperson, OSF
 Alexander Soros, Deputy Chairperson, OSF 
 Patrick Gaspard, President, OSF

Thanks

Lindiwe Mthimunye, OSF-SA

PROGRAMME
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FOUNDER AND CHAIRPERSON OF THE OPEN SOCIETY FOUNDATIONS

A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO 

The Open Society Foundations were founded by George Soros, one of the world’s 
foremost philanthropists, who, since 1984, has given away over US$32 billion of 
his personal fortune.

The Open Society Foundations have supported individuals and organisations 
across the globe fighting for freedom of expression, transparency, accountable 
government, and for societies that promote justice and equality. This giving has 
often focused on those who face discrimination purely for who they are, and 
who are unfairly pushed to the margins of mainstream society.

George experienced the dangers of intolerance first-hand. Born in Hungary in 
1930, he lived through the Nazi occupation, which resulted in the murder of, 
among others, over 500 000 Hungarian Jews. In 1947, as the Communists took 
power, George left Budapest for London and later emigrated to the United States, 
entering the world of finance and investments, where he earned his wealth.

George began his first substantial philanthropic investment in 1979, awarding 
scholarships to black South African students under apartheid. In the 1980s, he 
helped promote the open exchange of ideas in Communist Hungary, and, after 
the fall of the Berlin Wall, he sought to strengthen democratic practice and 
institutions across Central and Eastern Europe.

With the end of the Cold War, he expanded his philanthropy to the United States, 
Africa, Latin America and Asia.

George Soros

The Open Society 
Foundations have 
supported individuals 
and organisations across 
the globe fighting for 
freedom of expression, 
transparency, accountable 
government, and for 
societies that promote 
justice and equality.
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highlights
                                        GEORGE SOROS’ EARLY ENGAGEMENT IN SOUTH AFRICA

George Soros has invested in South Africa since 1979 to advance the values of an open society, including 
providing funding to groups that challenged the apartheid regime, and, later, to advance the democratic 
ideals enshrined in South Africa’s new Constitution.

George’s first major philanthropic endeavour took place during the anti-apartheid struggle days. From 1979 
through the early 1980s, he provided financial support for approximately 80 black students to attend the 
University of Cape Town through the Karl Popper Bursaries/Open Society Fund, with the support of the 
then Vice Chancellor, Dr Stuart Saunders.

In the mid-1980s, he supported the Black Sash Trust through Human Rights Watch and its Fund for Free 
Expression, headed at the time by Aryeh Neier, to support work that challenged the oppressive apartheid 
era pass laws that precluded black people from physically entering areas classified as ‘white’ in South Africa. 
He also funded the then Weekly Mail newspaper to hire and train black journalists.

In 1987, George was approached by Dr Frederik van Zyl Slabbert with a request to fund the first of several 
talks between the African National Congress (ANC) and business and political leaders from South Africa. 
The ANC at the time was banned in South Africa, and many of its leaders were imprisoned or in exile. Held 
in Gorée, Senegal, and now known as the Dakar Conference, this was a vital set of talks that led to the 
unbanning of the ANC and other political parties, to the release of political prisoners in the early 1990s, and 
to the negotiated settlement in South Africa culminating in the first democratic elections in 1994.

In 1993, as South Africa was preparing for its first democratic elections, George and Dr Van Zyl Slabbert, along 
with Aryeh Neier and Prof. Mike Savage together with Dr Sue van der Merwe, started the Open Society 
Foundation for South Africa, in Cape Town. At those elections, the ANC won the majority of votes and 
Nelson Mandela became the country’s first democratically elected President.

From 1994, George helped support the newly elected democratic government and civil society’s efforts to 
build a truly democratic and open society. Over the years, groups partly funded by the Open Society 
Foundation for South Africa have taken a leading role in efforts to realise the rights promised by South 
Africa’s progressive Constitution – including the right to education, health care and housing. Today, many 
of the projects and organisations that the Open Society Foundation for South Africa supports focus on 
protecting the constitutional rights of marginalised groups, including refugees, sex workers, and LGBT 
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communities, and promoting transparency and accountability in the state and private sectors. Since its 
earliest days, the Open Society Foundation for South Africa has also strongly supported efforts to give all 
South Africans equal access to the protections of the law.

Since 1993, through the Open Society Foundation for South Africa, the Open Society 
Foundations have contributed at least R1.1 billion to over 700 different grantee 
organisations and projects in South Africa.

In 1995, George, with the support of Herb Sturz, Dr Van Zyl Slabbert, Cedric de Beer, Khehla Shubane and 
others, through discussions with President Nelson Mandela, started the National Urban Reconstruction 
and Housing Agency (NURCHA). For 20 years, this funding and equity partnership with the South African 
government addressed the critical shortage of housing in South Africa, a result of the apartheid government’s 
race-based housing policies.

Between 1995 and 2015, NURCHA financed the construction of at least 350 000 households in neglected 
and poor communities.

George’s efforts in South Africa were the start of his philanthropy on the African continent. With Dr Van Zyl 
Slabbert and others, George established the Open Society Initiative for Southern Africa in 1997, the Open 
Society Initiative for West Africa in 2000, and the Open Society Initiative for Eastern Africa in 2005.
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In addition to tonight’s special tribute to George Soros, we will be hosting our Turning 25 
Commemorative Open Society Lecture on 30 November 2018 at 19h00. The lecture will be 
held at the Cape Town City Hall, where President Nelson Mandela spoke on his release from 
prison by the apartheid government on 11 February 1990. The first Open Society Lecture for 
South Africa was delivered in Johannesburg by George Soros in 1994, also the year of our first 
democratic national elections. Until 2000, leading South African icons and figures have 
delivered the lecture, including President Nelson Mandela in 1999.

Turning 25 
COMMEMORATIVE   OPEN SOCIETY LECTURE



ABOUT THE OPEN SOCIETY FOUNDATIONS AND THE 
OPEN SOCIETY FOUNDATION FOR SOUTH AFRICA

Open Society Foundation for South Africa

@OSFSA, #OpenSocietySA25

osf1sa

www.osf.org.za

https://25.osf.org.za/

Open Society Foundations

@OpenSociety

OpenSocietyFoundations

https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org

The Open Society Foundation for South Africa is a part of the 
Open Society Foundations.

The Open Society Foundations are a family of offices and foundations created by philanthropist George 
Soros. The Open Society Foundations work to build vibrant and tolerant democracies whose governments 
are accountable to their people.

The Open Society Foundation for South Africa opened offices in South Africa in 1993, just before the 
historic 1994 democratic elections. In the past 25 years, the Open Society Foundation for South Africa has 
promoted human rights and constitutionalism in order to support a democratic and open society in 
South Africa. We continue to do so.

The Open Society Foundation for South Africa is committed to promoting the values, institutions, and 
practices of an open, non-racial and non-sexist, democratic civil society. The Open Society Foundation for 
South Africa supports a vigorous and autonomous civil society in which the rule of law and divergent 
opinions are respected.

To commemorate 25 years of grant making in South Africa, we will be featuring the important work of 
our grantees over the last 25 years. We will also celebrate new, young and emerging civil society voices 
and leaders as we look to the next 25 years of our democracy, including panel discussions with our 
grantees, and we will be issuing 25 Commemorative Scholarship and Fellowship Awards.
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@nard_star

www.nardstar.com


