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* In an interview with Gara le Marche and Aryeh Neier. Accessed on 6 November 2018 at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVqK1cGEXwc.

          R20 000 000
The total value of Scholarships and Fellowships  
awarded by the Open Society Foundation for  
South Africa, with the support of the Open Society 
Foundations Network, in 2018 to commemorate  
25 years of grant making in South Africa

15 000 +
As one of the earliest efforts of OSF founder  
George Soros, individual grant-giving and  
Scholarships within OSF has generated over  
15 000 alumni since the late 1980s

96
The number of Fellowships 
awarded by the Open Society 
Foundations since 2008

OPEN SOCIETY FOUNDATIONS SCHOLARSHIP 
AND FELLOWSHIP AWARDS IN NUMBERS
George Soros initially regarded this philanthropic attempt in South Africa as a failure. In hindsight, 
he has said:

[T]he real failure in South Africa was to stop it [the bursaries] … that was a bad judgment 
because the system collapsed soon after and it would have been good to have not just 
one cohort of 80 students, but a much larger number.*

The number of 
Scholarships awarded  
by George Soros to  
black South Africans 
during apartheid

80



PAGE  1

INVESTING IN CHANGE
WHY IT

The apartheid education system was particularly evil; the state denied black children 
the opportunity to learn in educational institutions that were set aside for white 
people, relegating us to schools with inferior syllabus materials and poor infrastructure. 
The apartheid government invested significantly less in black children’s education, 
and spent more resources on white children, including at tertiary level, with racial 
quota admission systems that further limited black students’ access to tertiary 
studies. Merit was not important; race was. Being black under apartheid meant  
that the system forced you to believe that you were undeserving of knowledge  
and opportunity. It denied you information and exposure. It set up universities for 
different race groups, prohibiting social mixing, and used race-based and exclusionary 
funding practices. It robbed my generation and those before it of a chance to fully 
dream, and of the unequivocal, universal right to learn.

Knowledge, of course, is power, and many authoritarian states are afraid of such 
power. In 1979 already, George Soros understood the radical nature and power of 
advancing the education of black people in my country. From 1979 and over the next 
few years, he funded over 80 black students to study at a then ‘whites only’ University 
of Cape Town. Those scholarships lasted for a few years, benefiting several current 
high-profile leaders in our society. The scholarships were named after Karl Popper, 
the philosopher whose writings have most profoundly influenced George Soros, and 
also influenced the work of the Open Society Foundations. This first substantial act 
of philanthropy gave rise to George Soros launching the Open Society Foundations, 
which now, decades later, operate in about 100 different parts of the world, with 
four regional and several country foundations in Africa.

I am proud that the philanthropy of George Soros was born in my country, South 
Africa. George has invested in the academic careers of a generation of amazing 
young scholars, but, importantly, he also gave black students a small chance to 

KNOWLEDGE, OF COURSE, 
IS POWER, AND MANY 
AUTHORITARIAN STATES 
ARE AFRAID OF SUCH 
POWER. IN 1979 ALREADY, 
GEORGE SOROS 
UNDERSTOOD THE 
RADICAL NATURE AND 
POWER OF ADVANCING 
THE EDUCATION OF BLACK 
PEOPLE IN MY COUNTRY.

Matters
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dream by providing financial support for their education. Since then, the Open 
Society Foundations have awarded more than 15 000 Scholarships globally and 
have given support to over 80 Fellows around the world. The Open Society 
Foundations also opened their first African office in South Africa in 1993, which has 
operated for a quarter of a century, supporting hundreds of organisations and 
projects in that time. The office was subsequently joined by sister foundations in 
Southern, East, North and West Africa.

WHY THESE AWARDS, NOW?

When we first discussed with our Board and staff team, along with the rest of the 
Open Society Foundations Network, how best we could pay tribute to the work of 
George Soros and celebrate 25 years of grant making in South Africa, we decided 
that the best way was to invest in the civil society sector, that works tirelessly to 
defend the values of an open society, by making individual awards for young black 
leaders in civil society.

This also reflects our day-to-day grant-making commitment to all forms of 
transformation and to promoting and enabling new and young diverse voices who 
will contribute to protecting and enhancing South Africa’s young democracy over 
the next 25 years.

With the generous support of the entire Open Society Foundations Network and 
especially the OSF President’s Office, tonight we proudly announce the winners from 
two highly competitive application and review processes, for both the Scholarship 
and Fellowship awards:

• All 20 Scholars were nominated by former or current grantees who will also 
fiscally host the successful Scholars. The winners’ individual profiles reveal a 
deep commitment to improving the lives of the most marginalised in Africa. 
Drawn from applications from the continent, they are the next generation of 
civil society leaders and very deserving of this recognition and opportunity.

 They are a formidable group of young, passionate and brilliant individuals.

 All of their course fees at any registered South African tertiary institution, and 
an annual living expense stipend, will be covered by the award, and both the 
Scholars and Fellows will benefit from the rich learning experiences that the 
broader, global Open Society Foundations Network offers.

KNOWLEDGE, OF COURSE, 
IS POWER, AND MANY 
AUTHORITARIAN STATES 
ARE AFRAID OF SUCH 
POWER. IN 1979 ALREADY, 
GEORGE SOROS 
UNDERSTOOD THE RADICAL 
NATURE AND POWER OF 
ADVANCING THE 
EDUCATION OF BLACK 
PEOPLE IN MY COUNTRY.
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• All 5 of the successful Democracy Fellows were selected through a robust 
review process, and their work will advance a body of work that is critically 
needed in South Africa as we head into national elections in 2019. They will be 
hosted by the Democracy Works Foundation, a key partner of the Open Society 
Foundation for South Africa.

• 15 Fellows in Investigative Journalism will be selected over a three-year period, 
starting in 2019, and will be drawn from Africa in order to develop a new 
cohort of black investigative journalists in South Africa and the region. The 
inaugural, specialised and academically accredited Investigative Journalism 
Programme – the first of its kind – will be based at the School of Journalism  
at the University of the Witwatersrand, in conjunction with the School of 
Journalism and Media Studies at Rhodes University. Fellows will receive one 
year of training, followed by placements in the country’s leading investigative-
journalism units. At all times, and in each year, at least three of the five Fellows 
will be women, and every year at least one Fellow must be from Africa, but not 
a South African.

These commemorative awards are not only a timely and a fitting way to celebrate  
25 years of grant making in South Africa, but are also a vital investment in young  
and emerging black civil society voices and leaders, especially as we look to building 
the next 25 years of South Africa’s democracy. All the successful applicants have 
shown a deep commitment to furthering the goals and values of our Foundation, 
and we are very proud to be associated with them.

Congratulations to all the award winners!

Fatima Hassan,
Executive Director, OSF-SA

Fatima Hassan is a human rights lawyer and social justice activist who has spent her 
career working on rights protections for people living with HIV/AIDS. A former Ministerial 
Adviser in the Government of South Africa, she has been the Executive Director of OSF-SA 
since mid–2013.

AS ONE OF THE EARLIEST 
EFFORTS OF OPEN SOCIETY 
FOUNDATIONS’ FOUNDER 
AND CHAIRPERSON 
GEORGE SOROS, WHICH  
HE STARTED IN SOUTH 
AFRICA, INDIVIDUAL 
GRANT GIVING WITHIN 
THIS PROGRAMME HAS 
GENERATED WELL OVER  
15 000 ALUMNI SINCE THE 
LATE 1980S.
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Even before the Open Society Foundations began working in South Africa, George 
Soros was already investing in a new South Africa – I am a testament to this. I was 
one of the first South Africans to receive support from George Soros to study at the 
University of Cape Town.

Back in the early 1980s, there were numerous challenges for someone like me – a 
young black woman – to access the quality education that was available to white 
students at the time. I had to lie to get into the University of Cape Town. As a black 
person wishing to study at a white university, it was a requirement to apply for 
special permission from the Minister of Bantu Education, on the basis that the 
course I wished to study was not offered at a black university. I wrote to the Minister 
asking for permission to study microbiology, after looking at all the course curriculums 
of all the black universities to determine which course they all did not offer. I 
therefore lied to the Minister, as I had no intention of studying microbiology. I simply 
wanted to exercise my right to study in the company of great scholars, in an open, 
liberal academic environment – to have the same chances as anyone else in the 
University as well as in the world.

The fall of apartheid in 1994 saw the opening up of universities and academic 
spaces, and the promotion of the idea that any young South African could access 
this education. The most recent estimates suggest that South Africa is home to  
21 million young people – a group that will lead South Africa forward and into the 
future. Yet, in 2018, the reality is that few of these young people are able to access 
tertiary education, and one of the most significant barriers is affordability. The 2015 
and 2016 #FeesMustFall movement and protests by young people in our country 
reminded us that South Africa needs bold, courageous and innovative young people 
to carve out solutions for the complex social predicaments it faces, and these are 

SOUTH AFRICA NEEDS 
BOLD, COURAGEOUS  
AND INNOVATIVE YOUNG 
PEOPLE TO CARVE OUT 
SOLUTIONS FOR THE 
COMPLEX SOCIAL 
PREDICAMENTS IT FACES, 
AND THESE ARE THE 
YOUNG PEOPLE THAT  
THE SCHOLARSHIP AND 
FELLOWSHIP AWARDS 
WERE DESIGNED TO  
FIND AND SUPPORT.

THE RIGHT TO

Dream
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the young people that the Scholarship and Fellowship Awards were designed to find 
and support.

Being at a university is not simply about the academic element – though, of course, 
that is important. The lessons at university go beyond the lecture theatre. Being at 
university taught me three things: to defy the impossible; to stand confidently in the 
world, and go about my business guided by love for our people and country; and to 
have the determination to do the right thing, and make choices that put the gifts 
that I have been given, to work for the common good. I have had the opportunity to 
demonstrate this in unsuspecting spaces.

In this era of dangerous backsliding on human rights in South Africa and around the 
world, we believe that supporting such scholarship is vital in the fight to demand 
fundamental freedoms and protections for the rights of all human beings. We at the 
Open Society Foundations must ensure and support emerging human rights leaders 
who can draw upon many types of knowledge and experience in a field that demands 
innovative responses to complex challenges.

I’ve always known I was born to do great things. I had the confidence that, irrespective 
of what happened, I would make a success of my life. This is the confidence I hope 
that the commemorative awards will unlock in the young people to whom they have 
been made.

Mary-Jane Morifi

Mary-Jane Morifi is the Deputy Chairperson of the Board of the Open Society Foundation 
for South Africa and was one of the first recipients of the Karl Popper Bursaries awarded 
by George Soros at the University of Cape Town.
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THE OPEN SOCIETY FOUNDATIONS
INVESTING IN THE NEXT

The Open Society Foundation for South Africa’s Turning 25 Commemorative 
Scholarship and Fellowship Awards are a new addition to the Foundation’s 
philanthropy. However, this initiative draws on and benefits from the broader  
Open Society Foundations Network, where Scholarships and Fellowships have 
always been a key part of George Soros’ philanthropy and philosophy.

The Open Society Foundations Scholarship Programs

Martha Loerke
Director, Open Society Scholarship Programs

Within the overall mission of the Open Society Foundations, the Scholarship Programs 
help current and future change leaders in closed or closing societies explore the 
knowledge, ideas, and capacities essential to building a healthy civil society. We fulfil 
this mission by offering individual awards for advanced study in the social sciences, 
prioritising fields of study conducive to exploring the ideas and values that elevate 
open society: rule of law, freedom of expression, human rights, identity diversity, 
education, and representative governance.

With an annual budget of roughly US$15 million and an international staff of 17,  
the Scholarship Programs support over 300 individuals annually in degree and non-
degree academic study. As one of the earliest efforts of Open Society Foundations’ 
founder and Chairperson George Soros, which he started in South Africa, individual 
grant giving within this programme has generated well over 15 000 alumni since the 
late 1980s.

The evolving litany of challenges to open societies worldwide demands significant 
investment in future leaders. Yet, the fluid nature of the threats (populism gone 

THE EVOLVING LITANY OF 
CHALLENGES TO OPEN 
SOCIETIES WORLDWIDE 
DEMANDS SIGNIFICANT 
INVESTMENT IN FUTURE 
LEADERS.

Generation
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awry, or authoritarianism strengthened, or illiberal governance, or issue-specific 
repression) calls into question what kind of leadership matters, especially when 
political positioning and public sentiment project such blatant fear of ‘the other’ 
amidst palpable anti-intellectual trends.

The ability to face uncertainty and ambiguity with confidence, to be uncomfortable 
with the choices at hand but still able to move forward – these are qualities that, in 
addition to critical thinking and active curiosity, seem increasingly important for 
individuals striving to lead positive social change.

Open Society Fellowships

Stephen Hubbell  
Acting Co-Director, Open Society Fellowship Program

In addition to scholarships, the Open Society Foundations, through the Fellowship 
Program, make strategic investments in selected individuals as a means of securing 
a fairer and more open society.

The 96 Fellows selected since 2008 have included activists, journalists, artists, 
lawyers, scholars and practitioners in many other fields from around the world. By 
bringing into our midst outsiders with contrasting viewpoints and backgrounds, the 
Fellowship Program creates a forum for working through principled disagreements 
in a safe but dynamic environment.

The program today comprises four initiatives — each of which in its own way helps 
position individuals to achieve progress in the world. The program, which now includes 
the Contested Spaces Initiative, the New Executives Fund, and the Open Society 
Internship for Rights and Governance, has a total annual budget of US$6 million. 
The Fellowship Program is one of nearly a dozen such programs currently in 
operation at the Foundations, alongside the Community Youth Fellowships, the Soros 
Arts Fellows, the Effective Activism Fellowship, the Soros Justice Fellowship, the 
Leadership in Government Fellowship, and the Baltimore Community Fellowship.

These investments are more than just a means of enhancing one person’s 
professional or personal prospects, as desirable as that goal may be. They are also 
a wager that, with the right kinds of financial and non-monetary support, individuals 
can exert broad influence far beyond what they otherwise could have. If made 
correctly, these grants create a ‘multiplier effect’ in which recipients – capitalising  
on their leadership ability, their networks of relationships, their enhanced skills  
and expertise, their resourcefulness and intellectual ambition, and their ability to 

THE FELLOWSHIP 
PROGRAM CREATES A 
FORUM FOR WORKING 
THROUGH PRINCIPLED 
DISAGREEMENTS IN 
A SAFE BUT DYNAMIC 
ENVIRONMENT.
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communicate effectively in the public sphere – become powerful catalysts for 
change in the world.

The Youth Exchange – Community Youth Fellowships

Zachary Turk
Acting Senior Program Manager, Open Society Foundations Youth Exchange

Young people throughout the world are propelling change and advancing an open 
society through working at the intersection of movements and building solidarity 
among diverse actors within and between generations.

Many of these promising young leaders, however, might fall outside the reach of 
traditional civil society organisations due to a multitude of social and economic 
barriers. The challenge for the Open Society Foundations is to better understand 
how we invest in and provide meaningful support to the potential of diverse youth 
activists who may be hard to reach and have limited access to opportunity due to 
education, experience, language, location outside urban city centres, or other factors.

In 2017, the Youth Exchange launched the Community Youth Fellowships in an effort 
to support this next generation of open society leaders, intentionally seeking out 
those who fall outside what we call ‘privileged circles’. We seek to support dynamic 
young activists at the earliest stages of their careers, with direct experience of the 
challenges that the Open Society Foundations seek to address, and who have limited 
access to these types of opportunities. Using a youth-centric approach for inclusive 
individual grant making, we are able to reach and support non-traditional thinkers 
and doers, young people in budding and nascent intersectional movements, and 
change agents with limited experience yet promising potential.

While the Community Youth Fellowship Program is still in its very early stages, we 
have directly supported over 20 Youth Fellows since launching the program in 2017, 
and are looking forward to learning from this program. In 2018, we have worked 
with the Puerto Rico Youth Fellowship as well as the Open Society Foundation for 
South Africa on its Commemorative Scholarship and Fellowship Awards.

We believe that the next generation of open society leaders is within every movement 
and geography, yet some remain more difficult to reach than others. Intentionally 
investing in the potential of diverse youth activists to include youth who have a high 
barrier to participation, allows the Open Society Foundations to provide meaningful 
support to these agents of change as they embark on their professional, personal, 
and academic journeys.

IF MADE CORRECTLY, 
THESE GRANTS CREATE  
A ‘MULTIPLIER EFFECT’  
IN WHICH RECIPIENTS – 
CAPITALISING ON THEIR 
LEADERSHIP ABILITY, 
THEIR NETWORKS OF 
RELATIONSHIPS, THEIR 
ENHANCED SKILLS  
AND EXPERTISE, THEIR 
RESOURCEFULNESS AND 
INTELLECTUAL AMBITION, 
AND THEIR ABILITY  
TO COMMUNICATE 
EFFECTIVELY IN THE 
PUBLIC SPHERE – BECOME 
POWERFUL CATALYSTS FOR 
CHANGE IN THE WORLD.
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IN THE MAKING

An appreciation for and the achievement of constitutional values, including human 
dignity and equality, and of entrenched human rights and freedoms are not without 
challenges. These challenges need to be understood in the context of a forward-
looking Constitution and the knowledge that democracy is not an event but an ever-
evolving and unpredictable process.

Questions therefore arise: Are persistence and vigilance in trying political and 
economic times enough? Do the foundational values and human rights, in and by 
themselves, materialise for those marginalised in our societies? They do not. Whilst 
crucial, they consist only of words. For this reason, our young democracy needs new 
champions to see challenges and opportunities through new perspectives.

Impassioned, enthusiastic, committed and inspiring, the Open Society Commemorative 
Scholars are certainly champions in the making. Their nuanced understanding of 
their chosen fields of study demonstrates that intellect and empathy in the pursuit 
of social justice are essential and must be harnessed, supported, and nurtured. 
Sharing my sentiment that social justice is written into the fabric of humanity, the 
scholars truly enliven the ideals of an open society. Each and every scholarship 
recipient represents an investment in our democracy, in the values of an open 
society, and in new leadership of colour. We remain hopeful that they will touch 
others positively through their persistence and vigilance.

The Scholarship Awards provide a valuable opportunity to further human rights 
scholarship and practice through further education. At a time when the socio-
economic realities many young people face severely limit access to tertiary 
education, opportunities like this are critical.

EDUCATION IS AN 
INEXHAUSTIBLE  
SOURCE OF POSSIBILITY 
AND THE REALISATION  
OF INDIVIDUAL AND 
COLLECTIVE POTENTIAL.  
IT IS THE GREATEST 
EQUALISER.

Champions
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On behalf of the Selection Panel and the Scholarship Recipients, we applaud the 
Open Society Foundation for South Africa for this opportunity. As Nelson Mandela 
said, ‘Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the 
world.’ Education is an inexhaustible source of possibility and the realisation of 
individual and collective potential. It is the greatest equaliser. Indeed, it is through 
education that the daughter of a mine worker can become the head of the mine and 
a child of a farm worker can become the president of a great nation.

The Scholars have chosen fields of study and career paths that are not about them, 
but the communities they serve and represent – the poor, refugees and immigrants, 
the LGBTI communities, rural communities, sex workers, women, children, and those 
with disabilities. In their young careers, the Scholarship Recipients clearly understand 
the socio-economic impact of corruption and the importance of the rule of law, 
transparency and accountability. They demonstrate a maturity beyond their years. 
It is remarkable that these young people – whose access to further education has 
been brought about through the support of the Open Society Foundations – have 
shared their commitment to social justice, and will continue to do so in the future.

On behalf of the Scholarship Selection Panel, I congratulate the Open Society 
Foundation for South Africa on its 25th anniversary. I am thankful for having been 
invited to participate in this important initiative. May your seeds of support continue 
to grow and develop a society based on democratic values, social change and human 
rights, and improve the quality of life of those who are in need. May you continue  
to support change makers, widen access to opportunities for those from under-
represented communities, and continue to contribute to the creation of a global 
environment underpinned by respect, tolerance and cooperation.

It was both a privilege and a pleasure to serve on the Selection Panel.

To the winners – congratulations! Education is the vehicle for social change and you 
are the drivers. You are the new champions of our democracy.

Morena boloka setjhaba sa heso. Nkosi Sikelel iAfrika.

Justice Bess Nkabinde
Chairperson, Commemorative Scholarships Selection Panel

Justice Bess Nkabinde has served in the Labour Court, the Labour Appeals Court and the 
Supreme Court of Appeal, in South Africa. She was appointed to the Constitutional Court 
in 2006. Justice Nkabinde retired from the bench in 2017.

AT A TIME WHEN THE 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
REALITIES MANY YOUNG 
PEOPLE FACE SEVERELY 
LIMIT ACCESS TO  
TERTIARY EDUCATION, 
OPPORTUNITIES LIKE THIS 
ARE CRITICAL. ON BEHALF 
OF THE SELECTION PANEL 
AND THE SCHOLARSHIP 
RECIPIENTS, WE APPLAUD 
THE OPEN SOCIETY 
FOUNDATION FOR  
SOUTH AFRICA FOR  
THIS OPPORTUNITY.
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WITH SPECIAL

We wish to thank the various Selection Panels for their support in selecting the 
award winners. This initiative benefited greatly from your insights, skills, expertise, 
and shared belief in the value of investing in a new generation of change makers.

The Scholarship Selection Panel interviewed all shortlisted Scholarship Applicants, 
and it was convened and headed by Justice Bess Nkabinde, with Afia Asantewaa 
Asare-Kyei, Manager of the Equality, Justice and Human Rights Program at the Open 
Society Initiative for West Africa , Stephen Hubbell, the Acting Co-Director of the Open 
Society Fellowship Program, and Vadim Starkov, Senior Program Officer of the Open 
Society Foundations Scholarship Programs.

The Democracy Fellows Selection Panel was made up of network staff from the 
Open Society Foundations in the Scholarship Programs and the Youth Exchange and 
Fellowship Program, and of members of the Board of the Open Society Foundation 
for South Africa.

Scholarship and Fellowship Secretariat:

Alan Wallis, Programme Manager, OSF-SA
Seadimo Tlale, Programme Officer, OSF-SA
Zachary Turk, Acting Senior Program Manager, Youth Exchange, OSF

Thanks
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OPEN SOCIETY 
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Baone believes that governance systems that work will be reflected in an 
improved quality of life for the most vulnerable members of society. This led her 
to study politics and law at the University of the Witwatersrand and thereafter 
serve articles and work as a human rights attorney at the Centre for Applied 
Legal Studies. There she worked to help people understand their rights through 
advocacy programmes and to litigate to enforce those rights. She also worked to 
get repositories of power to protect, promote, and respect human rights. This 
included working on the development of a binding treaty to hold business 
accountable for human rights violations and making various submissions to 
Parliament on human rights issues.

Baone is currently working as a law researcher at the Constitutional Court. 
‘Baone’ is a Setswana name which means ‘belonging to God’. It is pronounced Ba 
– OHR – ne, with an emphasis on the middle syllable. She is interested in natural 
hair, food, and travel.

HOST ORGANISATION: Centre for Applied Legal Studies, University of the Witwatersrand

BAONE

Baone has a Bachelor of Arts degree, majoring in Politics and Law, and an LLB 
degree (cum laude), both from the University of the Witwatersrand.

Twala

REBALANCING THE BURDEN OF THE REALISATION OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS FROM THE JUDICIARY TO THE EXECUTIVE 
BRANCH OF THE STATE
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Cherese is a lawyer who is passionate about using the law to fight corruption 
and public maladministration in South Africa. Her research experience includes 
serving as a law clerk to Judge Malcolm Wallis, the late Justice Thembile Skweyiya, 
and Justice Cameron. She is an admitted attorney of the High Court of South 
Africa and has worked in diverse areas of law, including commercial law, 
competition law, environmental law, media litigation, and public law.

HOST ORGANISATION: Helen Suzman Foundation

CHERESE 

Cherese has a Bachelor of Laws degree (summa cum laude) and a Master of  
Laws degree, specialising in Constitutional Litigation, from the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal. Following these studies, she completed a Bachelor of Civil Law 
degree at the University of Oxford (Mansfield College).

Thakur

INTERROGATING JUDICIAL DECISION-MAKING IN 
CORRUPTION CASES
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Danielle identifies as a mixed-race woman and as pansexual. Growing up mixed-
race in George, a conservative town, she faced many challenges. Danielle 
persevered and made it her objective to maintain good marks so that she could 
qualify for bursaries to pursue her tertiary studies. She has received five 
bursaries throughout her studies and was awarded a scholarship to participate 
in a semester exchange to the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam.

Danielle is currently employed as a candidate attorney at the Stellenbosch 
University Law Clinic, subscribes to the values of non-racialism and equality, and 
is an intersectional feminist. These values are what informed her decision to 
study law. She considers it her life’s mission to do her part to help achieve greater 
socio-economic equality for all.

HOST ORGANISATION: University of Cape Town, Faculty of Law

DANIELLE

Danielle has a Bachelor of Arts degree, majoring in Psychology and English,  
and a LLB degree from Stellenbosch University.

Louw

THE RIGHTS OF REFUGEES IN SOUTH AFRICA TO  
ACCESS COURTS
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During her studies, she obtained 14 distinctions, six of which were obtained in 
her final year. She was also a member of the Top Achievers Programme for three 
consecutive years and a recipient of an invitation to the Golden Key International 
Honour Society for being part of the top 15% at the University of the Western 
Cape.

At present, she is conducting research on governance in municipalities and co-
writing a paper on the expungement of criminal records in South Africa. Following 
the completion of her LLM degree, she hopes to be accepted to study for a PhD 
and to be able to make a valuable contribution to society with her thesis. Her 
aim is to help shape the future of South Africa in a manner that is aligned with 
the prescripts of the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa.

HOST ORGANISATION: Dullah Omar Institute for Constitutional Law, Governance, and 
Human Rights, University of the Western Cape

JENNICA 

Jennica is a law student at the University of the Western Cape. In 2017, she 
completed her LLB degree. Jennica is currently in the process of completing her LLM 
in Law, State and Multilevel Government, for which she has already successfully 
completed Local Government Law and Constitutional Rights Interpretation.

Beukes

ADDRESSING STATE CAPTURE AT THE LOCAL LEVEL  
OF GOVERNMENT
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Kelebogile is an international relations specialist with an educational background 
in African studies, international relations, human rights, gender studies, and 
politics. He is currently a Southern African Development Community stakeholder 
relations officer for Australia Awards (a Developmental Scholarship Programme 
offered by the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade).

Kelebogile has managed, coordinated, and participated in various international 
exchange programmes, including: serving as an assistant language teacher and 
Tokyo orientation assistant during his tenure on the Jet Programme (2010–2013); 
managing the Japan Overseas Volunteer Regional Programme offered by the 
Japan International Cooperation Agency, where he was appointed as a cultural 
affairs assistant for the American Embassy in South Africa; and managing the 
International Speaker Program, the Fulbright Scholarship Program, and the 
Foreign Language Teachers Programme during his tenure.

He is passionate about issues of human rights, social justice, South African 
marketing, and regional development. He is a well-rounded civil rights activist 
committed to securing equality, transparency, and accountability under 
democratic leadership. He is an aspirant South African diplomat.

HOST ORGANISATION: Triangle Project

Moruane

ACCESS TO BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS AND SUPPORT FOR 
LGBTIQ+ YOUTH

KELEBOGILE

Kelebogile has a Bachelor of Arts degree in International Relations, Political Studies, 
and Media Studies from the University of the Witwatersrand, and an honours 
degree in African Political Studies from the University of South Africa.
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Mpho is of the generation of activists that emerged from the #FeesMustFall 
movement. He currently works as a media policy advocate and an environ-
mentalist. As an activist in 2018, he co-convenes the Cape Town Chapter of the 
SOS Coalition, focusing on the promotion of an independent and sustainable 
South African Broadcasting Corporation. He recently independently produced 
and hosted the fourth season of Cape Town TV’s television programme, Free 
Media, Free Minds, a show that draws the attention of the public to contemporary 
South African media issues, driven by principles of media freedom, access to 
information and freedom of speech.

Mpho’s work towards climate justice saw him being included in the 2018 Mail & 
Guardian list of the Top 200 Young South Africans. He sees himself as part of the 
generation of black South African youth committed to driving discussions on 
issues which both the public and private sector often deem unnecessary of 
being inclusive of the voices of the young, black and working class. In his quest 
to question the status quo, Mpho proudly uses a multidisciplinary approach in 
which he believes community participation becomes possible and ought to be 
central. He founded 350Wits in 2016, a chapter of the global organisation 350.
org, where he started out as a student volunteer, eventually going on to become 
an organiser. Mpho was instrumental in the formulation and implementation of 
the divestment campaigns targeted at the use of fossil fuels, as well as the 
funding of new coal-fired power stations, having overseen the May 2016 Fossil 
Break-Free Campaign as the Chairperson of 350Wits.

Mpho is a member of the LGBTI+ community working towards advancing and 
creating forms of solidarity with bisexual people through producing identity-
affirming work via a collaborative project called BeyondTheSilos.

ANTOON MPHO  

Mpho has a Bachelor of Arts degree, majoring in International Relations and  
Media Studies, from the University of the Witwatersrand, and an honours degree  
in Development Studies from the University of Cape Town. He is currently studying 
towards an MPhil at the Centre for Environmental Humanities at the University of 
Cape Town.

Ndaba

ADVANCING DISCOURSES ON DEVELOPMENT, WITH  
A FOCUS ON SOUTH AFRICAN LAND REFORM AND  
FOOD SOVEREIGNTY

HOST ORGANISATION: 
South African Media Innovation 
Program
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Nceba’s interest in the law started in 2012 when he facilitated a Know Your 
Rights Workshop with other learners and teachers at his high school by 
introducing them to their constitutional rights. This first workshop led to further 
work with the Educare Centre, including forming part of its Access to Education 
Programme, where he tutored until 2013. Amazed at how his community was 
unaware of their rights, Nceba decided to study law in order to be of service to 
his community by educating them about their rights and helping them enforce 
those rights.

In 2017, he worked at the ANC Parliamentary Constituency Office in De Doorns, 
where his role was to inform farm workers of their rights in terms of key labour 
legislation.

He hopes to complete his LLM in 2019 and to go on to become the best human 
rights lawyer in southern Africa in service of his community.

HOST ORGANISATION: Dullah Omar Institute for Constitutional Law, Governance, and 
Human Rights, University of the Western Cape

ACCESS BY FOREIGN NATIONALS IN SOUTH AFRICA TO THE 
RIGHT TO NATURALISATION UNDER THE CONSTITUTION 
AND LEGISLATION

NCEBA 

Nceba is an LLB graduate, LLM candidate, social justice advocate, and aspiring 
human rights lawyer.

December
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Ntokozo is a communication and research uptake officer, researcher and PhD 
candidate with the African Centre for Migration and Society at the University of 
the Witwatersrand.

Ntokozo self-identifies as an African feminist scholar–activist, with her main 
focus on gender, sexuality, and sex worker rights activism on the continent. She 
has worked for the Sex Worker Education and Advocacy Taskforce and currently 
serves on its Board. She also consults for the African Sex Worker Alliance and the 
Global Network of Sex Work Projects. In 2017, Ntokozo was listed as one of the 
Mail & Guardian’s Top 200 Young South Africans for her gender activism. She 
received a Chevening UK Scholarship to study towards her Masters.

HOST ORGANISATION: Sex Workers Education and Advocacy Taskforce

Yingwana

THE INFLUENCE OF MOBILITY – INCLUDING MIGRATION 
AND OTHER FORMS OF MOVEMENT – ON GENDERED 
SEXUALITIES IN SEX WORK

NTOKOZO 
SIBAHLE  

Ntokozo holds a Masters in Gender and Development from the University of Sussex, 
and is currently studying towards her PhD under the Migration and Displacement 
Programme at the African Centre for Migration and Society at the University of  
the Witwatersrand.
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Obakeng grew up in the Northern Cape, in a small town called Barkly West, 
which is a 30-minute drive away from Kimberley. Growing up, Obakeng wanted 
to be a doctor, but his exposure to the media inspired him to learn more about 
politics and the law. He promptly changed his dream of becoming a doctor and 
went on to study law. During his final year of studies, he was a law researcher at 
the Constitutional Court to Justice Jafta. Whilst at the Constitutional Court, he 
attended, and presented on human rights at, Saturday School events where 
Constitution Hill brought learners from previously disadvantaged schools for a 
tour of Constitution Hill.

After this initial stint at the Constitutional Court, Obakeng was appointed by  
the former Deputy Chief Justice, Dikgang Moseneke, to head the Office of the 
Arbitrator in the highly publicised Life Esidimeni Arbitration. In addition to 
assisting Justice Moseneke in his role as Arbitrator, he was also involved in the 
day-to-day running of the arbitration process and assisted Justice Moseneke in 
the finalisation of the Arbitration Award, which saw affected family members of 
mental health care users being compensated for their loss.

HOST ORGANISATION: Constitutional Court Trust

van Dyk

ADVANCING DEMOCRACY, PROMOTING CONSTITUTIONALISM, 
AND EMPOWERING VULNERABLE GROUPS THROUGH AN 
ANALYSIS OF JUDICIAL DECISIONS ON THE LEGAL STATUS OF 
INVALID ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION

OBAKENG TERENCE 

Obakeng has an LLB degree and is registered for an LLM by Dissertation at the 
University of the Free State.
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Phumeza is a social activist born and raised in Khayelitsha, Cape Town. She has 
been involved with the Social Justice Coalition for a number of years, helping to 
build the organisation into a social movement of poor and working-class people. 
During her leadership tenure, the Social Justice Coalition has implemented a 
variety of strategies and tactics, including advocacy, litigation, political education, 
and organising. Thus, it has become one of the leading organisations in South 
Africa advocating for poor communities and tackling issues of policing, safety, 
and the criminal justice system.

During a recent Fellowship at the Social Change Initiative (2017–2018), Phumeza 
examined the issue of transformative change processes, and the challenges that 
leaders and activists face in building mass movements. She continues to engage 
in critical spaces that advocate for democratic participation.

HOST ORGANISATION: Social Justice Coalition

Mlungwana

BUILDING A BETTER POLICING RESPONSE TO  
GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE

PHUMEZA

Phumeza has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology, Sociology, Gender Studies 
and Ethics and an honours degree in Sociology, from the University of the Western 
Cape. She is currently studying towards an MPhil in Criminology, Law and Society  
at the University of Cape Town.
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Majola was born and raised in Umlazi Township, Durban, KwaZulu-Natal. He 
served as the University of KwaZulu-Natal (Howard Campus) HIV/AIDS Support 
Unit peer educator, where he participated in all events designed to curb the 
scourge of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, sexually transmitted infections, and all other 
health-related illnesses. Some of the projects that have been undertaken include 
Medical Male Circumcision, Right to Protect, Candlelight, Gender-Based Violence, 
and Abstinence and Pregnancy Awareness, among others. Participating as a 
peer educator and Chairperson of the University of KwaZulu-Natal (Howard 
Campus) HIV/AIDS Support Unit on a voluntary basis has strengthened his 
commitment to promoting accountable governance and ensuring social justice 
through the promotion of equality for all racial and ethnic groupings in all the 
programmes undertaken within the Unit, with a particular focus on the rights of 
vulnerable groups. Majola was a tutor at the College of Humanities during his 
studies, and was granted a certificate of merit for outstanding performance in 
international relations.

HOST ORGANISATION: Community Law and Rural Development Centre

Aurelius

SOUTH AFRICAN FOREIGN POLICY AND SECURITY CULTURE

MAJOLA SANELE 

Majola has a Bachelor of Social Sciences degree in Political Science and  
Community Development and an honours degree in International Relations  
from the University of KwaZulu-Natal. He is currently registered for a Master  
of Social Sciences degree at the University of KwaZulu-Natal.
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Sibulele is interested in human rights and constitutional law. During his 
undergraduate studies, he participated in the House Committee and the Peer 
Mentoring Programme, the Black Lawyers Association, and Street Law. In his 
final year, he and his friends established a non-profit organisation, Weapon of 
Raising Dreams, that assists the community with legal and rights education and 
mentorship. He is the Secretary General of the organisation.

HOST ORGANISATION: Dullah Omar Institute for Constitutional Law, Governance, and 
Human Rights, University of the Western Cape

Siphungu

LAND EXPROPRIATION WITHOUT COMPENSATION

SIBULELE

Sibulele has an LLB from the University of the Western Cape and is currently 
pursuing his LLM degree in Human Rights Law and Constitutional Rights 
Interpretation.
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Silindile is passionate about research focused on migrants and refugees and 
about working around issues of youth development. She has been involved in 
several voluntary positions where she has offered her research skills on refugee 
issues and engaged in community development projects aimed at empowering 
youth and children from underprivileged backgrounds.

Her current research interests include exploring the concepts of identity and 
belonging, as well as the meaning of citizenship in contexts where indigeneity 
and ethnicity are at the foundation of national discourse and practice.

HOST ORGANISATION: African Centre for Migration and Society, University of the 
Witwatersrand

Mlilo

EXPLORING SECOND- AND THIRD-GENERATION  
MIGRANTS’ SUBJECTIVE POSITION AMIDST POST-
COLONIAL INDEPENDENCE IN AFRICA: IDENTITY, 
BELONGING, AND THE CONCEPT OF CITIZENSHIP AS 
OFFICIALLY CONSTRUCTED BY THE STATE

SILINDILE NANZILE  

Silindile has a Bachelor of Social Work and a Masters in Human Rights from  
the University of Fort Hare in South Africa. She completed a second two-year 
mobility Erasmus Mundus Masters in Advanced Development in Social Work at  
the University of Lincoln, Aalborg University, Instituto Superior de Ciencias Sociais  
e Politicas, Universidade De Lisboa and Université Paris Ouest Nanterre La Defense. 
She is currently a PhD candidate in Migration and Displacement at the African 
Centre for Migration and Society at the University of the Witwatersrand.
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Silomo is himself a person with a disability (blindness). He describes himself as a 
social engineer, a social justice activist, and an aspirant human rights lawyer. 
Silomo is from Clermont, a township in Durban, KwaZulu-Natal.

Silomo previously worked at SECTION27, focusing on the right to basic education, 
primarily for children with disabilities. He also served at the Constitutional Court 
as a law researcher for Justice Johan Froneman. Silomo was recently awarded 
the Mandela Washington Fellowship for which he spent six weeks at the 
University of Wisconsin in the United States studying a short course on Public 
Management.

HOST ORGANISATION: The Constitutional Court Trust

Khumalo

DISABILITY RIGHTS, WITH A FOCUS ON ACCESS TO  
EDUCATION AND JUSTICE AS ENSHRINED IN THE  
CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS  
WITH DISABILITIES

SILOMO

Silomo has a Bachelor of Social Science degree, majoring in Sociology and Legal 
Studies, an LLB, and a Bachelor of Social Science Honours in Public Policy.



PAGE  27

Sonto joined the Citizen Justice Network as the editorial mentor intern in July 
2018. Prior to that, she worked at the Association of Community Advice Offices 
of South Africa for two years, assisting with research, fundraising, and database 
management. She has experience in working with paralegals across South Africa.

HOST ORGANISATION: Citizen Justice Network

Dube

THE GAPS BETWEEN FORMAL AND SUBSTANTIVE ACCESS 
TO JUSTICE FOR POOR AND MARGINALISED POPULATIONS 
AND THE ROLE THAT COMMUNITY-BASED PARALEGALS 
PLAY IN PROMOTING ACCESS TO JUSTICE

SONTO 

Sonto holds a Bachelor of Arts Honours in Development Studies from the  
University of Johannesburg.
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Thabang is passionate about women’s empowerment and gender-responsive 
governance that is inclusive of all citizens. She believes there is power and 
sustainability in community mobilisation, which raises awareness and con-
sciousness amongst community members about their rights and position in 
society, preparing and organising them to take charge of their own development 
processes. She is determined to work towards a free and inclusive Africa where 
all are empowered and able to effectively enjoy their human rights.

HOST ORGANISATION: Dullah Omar Institute for Constitutional Law, Governance, and 
Human Rights, University of the Western Cape

Ramakhula

GENDER-RESPONSIVE GOVERNANCE FOR WOMEN’S 
EMPOWERMENT AND POLITICAL REPRESENTATION IN 
LESOTHO: THE EFFECTIVENESS OF QUOTA SYSTEMS, THE 
IMPACT OF PARTISAN POLITICS, AND THE MERITS OF 
VARIOUS ELECTORAL SYSTEMS

THABANG

Thabang has an LLB from the National University of Lesotho and is currently 
studying towards an LLM in Human Rights and Democratisation in Africa at the 
Centre for Human Rights, University of Pretoria.
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Thabile is currently employed as a law researcher at the Constitutional Court. The 
latest scope of work, which she was directly involved in, includes the judgments 
in Assign Services v NUMSA, Corruption Watch v President of the Republic of South 
Africa, SASSA v Minister of Social Justice, and Electoral Commission of South Africa v 
Speaker of the National Assembly, to name but a few.

Thabile’s dissertation focused on the analysis of municipal regulation and 
management of markets as an instrument to facilitate access to food and 
enhance food security. She is interested in legislation around public participation 
mechanisms as a tool to ensure proper governance and to encourage and 
enhance accountability. She is also interested in imputation of knowledge on a 
new municipal council, stemming from discoveries of non-compliance in 
procurement processes envisaged in section 217 of the Constitution, where 
there has been a change in the political make-up of a municipality after local 
government elections.

When she is not working or undertaking research on matters brought before the 
Constitutional Court, she catches up on lighter reading and solves puzzles.

HOST ORGANISATION: Dullah Omar Institute for Constitutional Law, Governance, and 
Human Rights, University of the Western Cape

Chonco

EXAMINING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SECTION 139 
INTERVENTIONS IN TERMS OF THE CONSTITUTION

THABILE LUCIA  

Thabile received her Master of Laws degree from the University of the Western Cape, 
where she studied Law, State and Multilevel Governance, and an LLB from the 
University of the Witwatersrand.
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Tholakele has a Bachelor of Arts degree in English and Sociology from the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal and a Certificate in Copy-Editing from the University 
of Cape Town. She is currently studying towards an honours degree in Sociology 
at the University of South Africa.

Tholakele is a strategic, goal-oriented, hard-working creative person with a media 
and communications background spanning over five years in South Africa’s  
non-governmental organisation sector.

Tholakele is passionate about research, education, human rights, and exploring 
creative means to empower people of colour. In 2013, she served as a 
communications officer for Urban Earth, where she managed and produced 
overall content for a bilingual climate change platform. The content she produced 
contributed to creating awareness of climate change impacts in Durban. In 2015, 
she joined the award-winning team at Oxpeckers Center for Investigative 
Environmental Journalism as a Fellow and was later promoted to project 
manager of the #MineAlert digital tool.

As project manager she has created an online hub used by researchers, decision-
makers, journalists, and mining-affected communities to access information, 
realise social and environmental justice, and advocate for change where necessary 
to improve their lives. As a journalist she has written for Oxpeckers, the Mail & 
Guardian and the Huffington Post South Africa.

Nene

THE ‘TRADITIONAL’ ATTITUDES OF UNDERGROUND 
MINERS AND MINE MANAGERS REGARDING SAFETY IN 
UNDERGROUND MINING WITH A VIEW TO CURBING 
MINING FATALITIES AND INJURIES

THOLAKELE

Tholakele has a Bachelor of Arts degree in English and Sociology from the University 
of KwaZulu-Natal and a Certificate in Copy-Editing from the University of Cape 
Town. She is currently studying towards an honours degree in Sociology at the 
University of South Africa.

HOST ORGANISATION:  
Oxpeckers Center for Investigative 
Environmental Journalism
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Following Tumelo’s participation in the #FeesMustFall movement, she began to 
develop her political consciousness, which coincided with her engagement with 
critical jurisprudence. In 2017, she spent a year as a Research and Teaching 
Associate at the University of the Witwatersrand, working in jurisprudence and 
administrative law. In 2017, she enrolled for an honours in Philosophy at the 
University of South Africa but put this on hold in 2018 when she started her 
clerkship at the Constitutional Court.

In 2019, she will be going to Kenya for six months, from January to June 2019, as a 
foreign clerk in Kenya’s Supreme Court. When she returns, she hopes to 
recommence her honours studies.

HOST ORGANISATION: The Constitutional Court Trust

Modiselle

THE HISTORY OF GENDER AND PATRIARCHY IN  
PRE-COLONIAL AFRICAN SOCIETY: UNDERSTANDING 
GENDER OPPRESSION AND VIOLENCE PERPETUATED 
AGAINST BLACK WOMEN

TUMELO  

Tumelo has a Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy and Law and a two-year LLB, both 
completed at the University of the Witwatersrand. She is currently studying towards 
an honours degree in Philosophy at the University of South Africa.
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Xavia was a research assistant at the Dullah Omar Institute under the tutelage of 
Professor Nico Steytler and Professor Jaap de Visser. In addition, Xavia recently 
obtained a Diploma in Federalism, Decentralisation, and Conflict Resolution 
from the University of Fribourg in Switzerland. He is a former member of the 
prestigious Dean of Law’s Top Achievers Programme (Dean’s Merit List), which 
selects the top-performing students each year.

In 2017, Xavia collaborated with Professor Jaap de Visser to convert his thesis 
into an article for the Potchefstroom Electronic Law Journal (forthcoming). He also 
co-authored a report with Professor De Visser that provides an update on the 
status of provincial planning legislation. At the Dullah Omar Institute, he is 
responsible for uploading the Local Government Bulletins on the Institute’s website 
and for making them available online.

Xavia is currently conducting research on the executive committee system. The 
aim of the research is to examine whether the executive committee system is 
feasible for local governments in the Western Cape.

HOST ORGANISATION: Dullah Omar Institute for Constitutional Law, Governance, and 
Human Rights, University of the Western Cape

Poswa

THE INTERSECTION OF THE ROLE OF TRADITIONAL 
LEADERS AND MUNICIPALITIES IN SPATIAL PLANNING  
AND LAND USE MANAGEMENT

XAVIA SIYABONGA 

Xavia has an LLB and an LLM in Law, State, and Multilevel Government from the 
University of the Western Cape. He is currently a doctoral student at the Dullah 
Omar Institute at the University of the Western Cape.



PAGE  33

OPEN SOCIETY FOUNDATIONS

Five Democracy Fellows were selected by the Board of the Open Society Foundation 
for South Africa. Fellows were invited through a solicited invitation process to pursue 
projects, applied research, or initiatives that seek to address contemporary socio-
economic and political issues/problems in South Africa under the theme, Advancing 
Constitutionalism in a Stressed Democracy: Preparing for the 2019 National Elections.

Work around promoting electoral participation and voter awareness has been a part 
of the Open Society Foundation for South Africa’s work since 1993 when our offices 
opened. Since then, the Open Society Foundation for South Africa has supported 
work that seeks to build an active and informed citizenry through multiple initiatives 
and approaches.

The Democracy Fellows will be hosted for a period of 18 months by the Democracy 
Works Foundation in South Africa.

The Democracy Works Foundation analyses the health of democracy and implements 
innovative interventions and technologies in order to foster inclusive development 
through a deepening of democratic culture and capacity whilst ensuring sustainability 
and independence of its operations. Its vision is to provide tools to grow vibrant, 
equitable and sustainable democracy, and to provide tools to make democracy work.

For more information, see https://democracyworks.org.za/.

Democracy Fellows

WORK AROUND 
PROMOTING ELECTORAL 
PARTICIPATION AND VOTER 
AWARENESS HAS BEEN A 
PART OF THE OPEN SOCIETY 
FOUNDATION FOR SOUTH 
AFRICA’S WORK SINCE 1993.
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COMMEMORATIVE TURNING 25 
OPEN SOCIETY FOUNDATIONS 
DEMOCRACY FELLOWS 2018

1 000 RURAL VOICES

Lukhona holds a Bachelor of Community and Development Studies degree (cum 
laude) and an honours degree in Conflict Transformation and Peace Studies (cum 
laude), both from the University of KwaZulu-Natal. Mnguni obtained a Master of 
Science degree in Africa and International Development from the University of 
Edinburgh in November 2015 after having received the Commonwealth Scholarship 
to pursue his studies. He currently serves as a PhD intern researcher at the Maurice 
Webb Race Relations Unit at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. He believes in the 
promotion of dialogue as a tool to foster inclusive and sustainable solutions to 
development.

Through various forms of writing and commenting in South Africa’s mainstream 
media, he contributes significantly to the national discourse on a range of issues 
from politics to sport, to research-oriented subjects. Lukhona is committed to 
education and seeing every child in South Africa having a fair chance to be educated 
to high standards of quality, irrespective of where they are born. He has served  
the country in various ways, including presenting to the Presidential Commission  
of Inquiry investigating the feasibility of free higher education as well as being a 
contributing political analyst on eNCA, SABC news, 702 Radio, and many other plat-
forms where he provides analysis of South Africa’s important news headlines on a 
regular basis. For this dedicated work in and outside his workplace, Mnguni was 
awarded the Deputy Vice-Chancellor’s Community Engagement Award during the 
College of Humanities’ Staff Excellence Awards 2016. He continues to hold public 
seminars and give talks on key topics that focus on the development of South Africa 
within the context of the African continent and the world at large.

LUKHONA 
MNGUNI
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Project
When elections approach, a wide range of issues is placed on the public agenda. 
However, there is a section of the South African population that is often 
characterised as ‘the voiceless’, largely found in peri-urban and rural areas. In 
this instance, some sections of society appoint themselves as spokespersons of 
these people deemed ‘voiceless’. The reality is that no-one is voiceless, but the 
spaces (often accessed and managed by the rich and the middle class) that make 
for visible and repeated voices in our society marginalise peri-urban and rural 
South Africans.

This project argues that rural communities remain among the most forgotten in the 
democratic dispensation. Geographically, they are significantly displaced from the 
core of decision-making, policy formulation, and discourse on the developmental 
agenda of our country. There are two key narratives in the current thinking about 
rural areas in general and KwaZulu-Natal rural areas in particular that this project 
challenges by arguing that rural people have a voice – they are not voiceless. Society 
needs to give them a voice in order to hear what their ideas are on the course of 
development that should be pursued as rural development. This is important 
because rural spaces are heterogeneous. The project also seeks to explore how 
KwaZulu-Natal has been an important electoral democracy success in South Africa. 
More often than not, the province is seen as a hive of violence and intolerant politics, 
yet there is a hidden story about its political culture and change.

PERSPECTIVES FROM THE PERIPHERY

Naledi is a junior lecturer in Political Studies at North-West University–Mafikeng. She 
was a Harry Frank Guggenheim Research Fellow in 2012/2013. Currently, she is 
registered for a Master of International Politics with the North-West University and 
has research interests in political parties, party systems, and electoral behaviour.

Project
Naledi’s project explores voter apathy and trends in voter behaviour amongst 
the working poor, and the impact of their economic status on their attitudes to 
democracy, and the implications of this for South Africa’s democratic future. 
These are pertinent questions as democracy in South Africa matures and the call 

THIS PROJECT ARGUES 
THAT RURAL COMMUNITIES 
REMAIN AMONG THE 
MOST FORGOTTEN IN 
THE DEMOCRATIC 
DISPENSATION.

NALEDI 
MODISE
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for social justice grows stronger. The past 25 years have focused on building state 
institutions and fortifying constitutionalism; therefore, Naledi’s project argues 
that the next 25 years should focus on redress and social justice. This project 
aims to bring into focus the voices of people on the periphery whose stories 
remain unheard owing to their location. In particular, Naledi’s project will widen 
the gaze on how social justice should look by detailing their lived experience of 
democracy, and, most importantly, their future expectations.

Perspectives from the Periphery will be a research project that brings to life the 
stories of the working poor on the periphery of South Africa, with the aim of 
producing a book. The focus of the book will be on three sets of people considered 
to be the working poor (security guards, cashiers and taxi drivers) in six small towns, 
of which three are in the North West province and three are in the Northern Cape 
province, under the broad theme of understanding what democracy means and 
how the people interviewed experience it. The experiences of these people will be 
contrasted with inputs from the members’ governing party, government officials, 
and representatives from opposition parties on what their aims have been for these 
areas, the current situation, and, finally, how their organisation intends to respond 
to the findings of the study.

ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP: COMMUNITY  
PROTESTS AND POLITICAL PARTICIPATION  
IN SOUTH AFRICA

Nompumelelo is a professional moderator, facilitator, writer and panellist. She is a 
thought leader with a solid track record in policy and political analysis. She is 
featured regularly in online and print media, as well as on radio and television. With 
years of experience as a communicator and researcher, she has authored and 
contributed to books, papers and articles. She writes a weekly column, that has 
been running since 2014, for the Sowetan, South Africa’s second-biggest daily 
newspaper, providing analysis on sociopolitical developments that have implications 
for democratic consolidation and deepening and governance in the country.

Nompumelelo is also an academic and has been a part-time lecturer in the University 
of Pretoria’s Department of Political Sciences since 2016, where she is currently 
pursuing her PhD under a Mellon Foundation Scholarship. Her research focus is 
analysing the effects of social media on political agency and the implications for 
democratic consolidation and deepening. The research employs social media use 

NOMPUMELELO 
RUNJI

THE PAST 25 YEARS 
HAVE FOCUSED ON 
BUILDING STATE 
INSTITUTIONS AND 
FORTIFYING 
CONSTITUTIONALISM; 
NALEDI’S PROJECT 
ARGUES THAT THE 
NEXT 25 YEARS SHOULD 
FOCUS ON REDRESS 
AND SOCIAL JUSTICE.
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among #FeesMustFall activists as a case study. She holds a Bachelor of Social 
Sciences degree in Industrial Sociology and Labour Studies, a Bachelor of Arts 
Honours in Political Science, as well as an MPhil in Multidisciplinary Human Rights 
from the Centre for Human Rights at the University of Pretoria, where she wrote a 
mini-dissertation on the constitutional reform process in Kenya with a particular 
focus on the appointment of judges and the implications of judicial reform for 
democratic consolidation.

Project
In modern democracies, the participatory elements of democracy – where citizens 
should take the lead in deliberating on policy options and play a key role in decision-
making – are minimised while the role of Parliament and the executive is amplified. 
Popular consent through voting at elections is prized over popular participation in 
between elections. And, indeed, many a citizen is happy to limit their engagement 
with the political system to just voting. South Africa is no exception.

The South African political institutional framework is premised on the dispersion 
and devolution of power vertically and horizontally in the state to ensure the 
accountability of elected representatives and public officials, as well as to secure 
their adherence to the rule of law. In addition, the Constitution demands that the 
government engage in public consultation at every level of government (national, 
provincial and local) and, in the conduct of its business, in the formulation of policy 
as well as in the process of law-making.

Yet discontent with the status quo and the slow pace of transformation has 
expressed itself, on the one hand, in the resurgence of grassroots social movements 
and civic organisations advocating and litigating for access to human rights and 
quality services, and against corruption. On the other hand, disillusionment with the 
status quo has led to the exponential rise in community protests. In this instance, 
the trend is to abandon formal platforms of engagement with the government. And, 
given the local nature of these demonstrations, they are indicative of the crisis in 
local government, which has been well articulated and elaborated on in successive 
reports of the Auditor-General.

Nompumelelo’s project explores the promotion of political agency and the 
development of the ‘active democratic spirit’ (active citizenship) through attempting 
to answer key questions around citizens’ knowledge of the participatory framework, 
barriers to participation, restoring faith in democratic participation, democratic 

NOMPUMELELO’S 
PROJECT EXPLORES 
THE PROMOTION OF 
POLITICAL AGENCY 
AND THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE ‘ACTIVE 
DEMOCRATIC SPIRIT’.
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and political education, the rights and duties of citizens to participate and the 
value of community engagement, and how political party manifestos engage with 
public and community concerns. In addition, it explores how political and legal 
institutions – more specifically, public officials and elected representatives that are 
more loyal to party than the electorate – can be encouraged to engage more 
positively with, and be more responsive to, active citizens.

YOUR VOTE MATTERS

Sithembile is a lecturer in the Department of Political Sciences at the University of 
Pretoria where she lectures in international relations and South African politics. She 
has a DPhil in International Relations. Her doctoral research involved an analysis of 
South Africa’s two elected terms in the United Nations Security Council. She has 
published on the Economic Freedom Fighters and on South African elections in 
accredited journals. Her research has been funded by the National Institute for 
Humanities and Social Science, the National Research Foundation, the Social Science 
Research Council, and the Mellon Foundation. In 2014, she was a visiting scholar at 
the Department of Political Science and Balsillie School of International Affairs at the 
University of Waterloo. She comments frequently in the media on a range of issues 
in South African politics.

Project
Sithembile’s project explores the argument that informing voters about the electoral 
system can combat voter apathy and increase turnout in the 2019 elections. Noting 
voter decline and some of the factors contributing to this (including disillusionment, 
corruption, governance failures, and a lack of political accountability), Sithembile 
argues that, in a proportional representation electoral system like South Africa’s, 
people should be incentivised to turn out to vote, because every vote counts.

The project will explore discussions of electoral system reform based on the 2017 
High-Level Panel recommendation that the Electoral Act be amended so that South 
Africans would be able to directly elect their Members of Parliament This is similar 
to the recommendations of the Electoral Task Team chaired by Frederick van Zyl 
Slabbert (the Open Society Foundation for South Africa’s first Board Chairperson)  
in 2003.

DR 
SITHEMBILE 

MBETE
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TASNEEM 
ESSOP

This project contributes to the debate on electoral reform by generating informed 
debate about the system among voters. Electoral system reform that improves 
the accountability of politicians is critical to consolidating democracy and con-
stitutionalism. However, until that is achieved, the project considers the question: 
What can be done to convince South Africans that their vote can make a real 
difference to the outcome of the 2019 election?

SOCIAL PROTEST AND YOUTH IN SOUTH 
AFRICA’S DEMOCRACY

Tasneem is a scholar and activist in Johannesburg. Tasneem is based at the Society, 
Work and Politics Institute as an assistant researcher. She is currently a PhD candidate 
in Political Studies and is a Transforming the Humanities through Interdisciplinary 
Studies Fellow at the University of the Witwatersrand. She holds a Masters in Political 
Studies, during which her research focused on the South African political party, the 
Economic Freedom Fighters, branch politics, and populism.

Tasneem’s current research includes work on community protests and popular 
politics. Tasneem is a political commentator and analyst on topics relating to con-
temporary South African politics. She has been involved in a number of movements 
as an activist.

Project
Tasneem’s project seeks to contribute to an understanding of two issues in South 
Africa’s democracy: understanding the politics of protest (in particular, at the 
community and local government level) and popular politics in relation to electoral 
participation; and addressing the issue of youth participation in electoral processes.

In 2018, a number of community protests occurred across the country, targeting 
local, provincial and even national issues. These types of protest, that are most often 
concentrated around local government – with claims being made to other layers of 
government – have been a prevailing form of protest in the South African context.

Tasneem’s project will explore how protests, in particular the sessions of 
community protests, link to ideas of democratic participation, both within and 
beyond the question of elections, and how these impact on elections and voting. 
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In addition, given that it is often posited that young people are at the core of 
these protests and popular movements, the project will explore the mechanisms 
for political participation for the youth, and how the idea of ‘the youth’ can be 
re-examined within South Africa’s democratic political system in ways that place 
emphasis on their political engagements, with different political goals and 
interests. It will explore questions of participation, the meanings of participation in 
a democracy, who participates, and through which mechanisms in a developing and 
contested democratic space. This project will enhance thinking about the different 
political subjectivities that are being forged within the realm of youth politics, given 
both popular moments as well as shifts in electoral politics.

TASNEEM’S PROJECT 
WILL EXPLORE HOW 
PROTESTS LINK TO 
IDEAS OF DEMOCRATIC 
PARTICIPATION, BOTH 
WITHIN AND BEYOND THE 
QUESTION OF ELECTIONS, 
AND HOW THESE IMPACT 
ON ELECTIONS AND 
VOTING. 



INAUGURAL 
INVESTIGATIVE 
JOURNALISM 

 
2019–2021

University of the Witwatersrand Department of 
Journalism and Media Studies, and Rhodes University 
School of Journalism and Media Studies

Fellowship
Programme



42   25 YEARS | Open Society Foundation for South Africa

GOING FULL CIRCLE
THE OPEN SOCIETY FOUNDATIONS AND 
INVESTING IN INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM

South Africa has a long and rich tradition of high-impact investigative journalism. 
An anthology released at the most recent African Investigative Journalism 
Conference traces it back 300 years and shows how journalists were key in 
exposing the horrors of apartheid, its high levels of corruption and its killing 
squads and have brought this tradition of accountability journalism into the post-
apartheid democratic era.

Likewise, the Open Society Foundations and its founder and Chairperson, George 
Soros, have a long history of investing in the right to freedom of expression and in 
building a strong investigative-journalism sector in South Africa and elsewhere.

In 1986, George Soros made a grant of US$50 000 to the then Weekly Mail, which I 
edited at the time, during the height of apartheid. The funds were used to invest in 
skills development for black journalists. I recall meeting George in New York via 
Aryeh Neier of Human Rights Watch. I thought our meeting went embarrassingly 
poorly because I was so nervous, but, to my surprise, the next day I got a call 
indicating that George Soros would fund our work.

For the past 25 years, the Open Society Foundation for South Africa has been an 
ally of an independent and free media and, since 1993, has supported several 
community and independent media initiatives, including long-term support for the 
country’s first set of community radio stations. It should be proud of this work – it 
has consistently invested in new media projects and innovative means of telling 
stories and has supported and invested in the newer and older generation of 
highly regarded journalists in the region. In 2017, the Open Society Foundation for 
South Africa, together with the Omidyar Network and the Media Development 
Investment Fund, established the South African Media Innovation Program – a 

A TOTAL OF 15 FELLOWS 
OVER THREE YEARS WILL 
DO AN INTENSIVE, 
SPECIALISED DEGREE, 
FOLLOWED BY AN 
INTERNSHIP WITH 
ONE OF THE LEADING 
INVESTIGATIVE TEAMS 
IN THE COUNTRY.

the next  25 years
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three-year media programme to provide dedicated funding and capacity-building 
support to new black voices, using digital tools to tell the stories that affect most 
of the people in our country.

This is of critical importance, as the future of this work depends on finding 
innovative new approaches and business models.

The Global Investigative Journalism Conference was held for the first time last year 
in Africa – in Johannesburg, South Africa. It celebrated an extraordinary year for 
local investigative journalists who had played a key role in exposing and rolling 
back the ‘state capture project’ that was threatening the very heart and soul of our 
country’s democratic future. It was one of those rare occasions where long, hard 
journalistic slog-work, combined with a fortuitous data leak, paid off in a story that 
changed a country’s leadership and direction. It was significant that this work was 
done largely by journalists outside of conventional newsrooms, in centres which 
would not exist without the support of the Open Society Foundation for South 
Africa and others.

When Fatima Hassan, the Executive Director of the Open Society Foundation for South 
Africa, challenged me about the lack of large numbers of investigative journalists 
in South Africa (after meeting the extraordinary set of investigative journalists 
from all over the world that week), and probed me about the race and gender 
composition of South Africa’s formidable but small investigative-journalism sector, 
we began working with the Open Society Foundation for South Africa team to 
develop a new, specialised, multi-year programme to address these very relevant 
questions.

This, in turn, pointed to the need for a regeneration project to identify and build 
a new, young and diverse cohort of investigative journalists who could continue 
this valuable tradition for the next quarter of a century at least. And as strong 
as our investigative journalism is in our country, we can identify areas that 
would benefit from more attention: we need more journalism on financial 
matters, and more social or service delivery investigation, and we need to work 
on the power of storytelling. Too many of our best investigations lose impact 
because they are not written in a simple, compelling and impactful way.

In 2019, we will launch the first programme of its kind in Africa: a three-year, 
dedicated Investigative Journalism Academic Programme hosted jointly by Wits 
Journalism and the Rhodes School of Journalism and Media Studies, supported  
by the Open Society Foundations through their specialised journalism thematic 

IT WAS ONE OF THOSE 
RARE OCCASIONS WHERE 
LONG, HARD JOURNALISTIC 
SLOG-WORK, COMBINED 
WITH A FORTUITOUS DATA 
LEAK, HAD PAID OFF IN 
A STORY THAT CHANGED 
A COUNTRY’S LEADERSHIP 
AND DIRECTION. IT WAS 
SIGNIFICANT THAT THIS 
WORK WAS DONE LARGELY 
BY JOURNALISTS OUTSIDE 
OF CONVENTIONAL 
NEWSROOMS, IN CENTRES 
WHICH WOULD NOT EXIST 
WITHOUT THE SUPPORT 
OF THE OPEN SOCIETY 
FOUNDATION FOR SOUTH 
AFRICA AND OTHERS.
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program (The Program on Independent Journalism), the Open Society Foundation 
for South Africa, and the Open Society Foundations’ regional foundations in Africa. 
A total of 15 Fellows over three years will do an intensive, specialised degree, 
followed by an internship with one of the leading investigative teams in the country.

Through this investment, the Open Society Foundations will have come full circle, 
having provided crucial support to investigative journalism prior to the end of 
apartheid in the 1980s and 1990s, and, now, ensuring the continuity of that tradition 
through the next generation of investigative journalists who will be trained and 
supported, but will also better represent South Africa’s race and gender demographics.

Prof. Anton Harber
Caxton Professor of Journalism (Adjunct), University of the Witwatersrand

Full Circle: Weekly Mail – 20 June 1986 – 
opposes censorship during apartheid. 
The Weekly Mail received funding from 
George Soros in 1986 to invest in skills 
development for black journalists.
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THE INAUGURAL 2018 
PRUDENCE MABELE PRIZE IN 

         
                                AND EQUITY

The Inaugural 2018 Prudence Mabele Prize in Gender Justice and Equity is a multi-year 
endowment by the Open Society Foundations, Ford Foundation, Positive Women’s 
Network of South Africa, and the International AIDS Society.

Prudence Mabele was a well-known global activist for the rights of women and girls 
and all people living with HIV/AIDS. She was fearless and challenged those in power, 
from governments to pharmaceutical companies and leaders in positions of power.

The multi-year special endowment represents a small but important tribute to 
Prudence’s life and work, and the Prize recognises women who embody Prudence’s 
values. The winner was selected from global public nominations. The Prize will 
ensure that Prudence’s legacy lives on, and that the new generation of champions of 
gender justice and health equity are recognised and celebrated.

In 1992, Prudence Mabele was one of the first black women in South Africa to 
publicly reveal her HIV-positive status at a time when there were high levels of 
stigma and unfair discrimination. With others, she helped to build the Treatment 
Action Campaign (TAC), one of the first post-apartheid, mass-based social movements 
in South Africa, which focused on resistance and struggle in order to advance the 
rights of people living with HIV/AIDS, including challenging state denialism and 
pharmaceutical power in the fight for access to medicines. Prudence was an active 
member of the TAC. She also co-founded and built with others the Positive Women’s 
Network and supported countless young women in their day-to-day activism for 
human rights in South Africa. Until her death, she fearlessly continued to work on 
struggles challenging state corruption and gender-based violence.

[PRUDENCE] WAS FEARLESS 
AND CHALLENGED 
THOSE IN POWER, FROM 
GOVERNMENTS TO 
PHARMACEUTICAL 
COMPANIES AND LEADERS 
IN POSITIONS OF POWER.

gender justice
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The inaugural prize of US$25 000 was awarded to Duduzile (Dudu) Dlamini from 
South Africa at the 2018 International AIDS Conference in Amsterdam.

Dudu Dlamini

Dudu Dlamini
Dudu Dlamini is a South African sex worker, mother, grandmother and 
rights activist. Dudu is a well-known global champion of sex worker rights 
and is leading the struggle in South Africa to recognise sex work as work, 
and for the full decriminalisation of sex work. Dudu currently works at 
the Sex Workers Education and Advocacy Taskforce, a long-
standing grantee of the Open Society Foundations, and is one 
of the founders of Mothers for the Future, which focuses on 
mothers who are sex workers. She is also an ambassador for 
the Coalition for Children Affected by AIDS in South Africa.
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WITH THANKS TO OUR FORMER AND CURRENT GRANTEES 
WHO WILL FISCALLY HOST THE SCHOLARS AND FELLOWS:

Democracy Fellows
• The Democracy Works Foundation

Scholars
• Centre for Applied Legal Studies
• Helen Suzman Foundation
• The School of Law, University of Cape Town
• Dullah Omar Institute for Constitutional Law, Governance, 
 and Human Rights, University of the Western Cape
• Social Justice Coalition
• The Constitutional Court Trust
• Sex Workers Education and Advocacy Taskforce
• South African Media Innovation Program
• Triangle Project
• Oxpeckers Center for Investigative Environmental Journalism
• Citizen Justice Network
• African Centre for Migration and Society, University of the Witwatersrand
• Community Law and Rural Development Centre

Open Society Foundation Commemorative Investigative Journalism
Fellowship Programme

• School of Journalism, University of the Witwatersrand
• Rhodes University School of Journalism and Media Studies



ABOUT THE OPEN SOCIETY FOUNDATIONS AND THE 
OPEN SOCIETY FOUNDATION FOR SOUTH AFRICA

Open Society Foundation for South Africa

@OSFSA, #OpenSocietySA25

osf1sa

www.osf.org.za

https://25.osf.org.za/

Open Society Foundations

@OpenSociety

OpenSocietyFoundations

https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org

The Open Society Foundation for South Africa is a part of the 
Open Society Foundations.

The Open Society Foundations are a family of offices and foundations created by philanthropist George 
Soros. The Open Society Foundations work to build vibrant and tolerant democracies whose governments 
are accountable to their people.

The Open Society Foundation for South Africa opened offices in South Africa in 1993, just before the 
historic 1994 democratic elections. In the past 25 years, the Open Society Foundation for South Africa has 
promoted human rights and constitutionalism in order to support a democratic and open society in 
South Africa. We continue to do so.

The Open Society Foundation for South Africa is committed to promoting the values, institutions, and 
practices of an open, non-racial and non-sexist, democratic civil society. The Open Society Foundation for 
South Africa supports a vigorous and autonomous civil society in which the rule of law and divergent 
opinions are respected.

To commemorate 25 years of grant making in South Africa, we will be featuring the important work of 
our grantees over the last 25 years. We will also celebrate new, young and emerging civil society voices 
and leaders as we look to the next 25 years of our democracy, including panel discussions with our 
grantees, and we will be issuing 25 Commemorative Scholarship and Fellowship Awards.
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